
Greens challenge city council spending priorities  

Green Party councillors say that the Labour administration is undermining 
the council's finances by spending money on highly-paid agency posts and 
consultants.  The administration also support a top management 
restructure likely to add even more to the council's wage bill. 
Lancaster city council is currently spending up to £5400 per week on  
just two of its interim agency posts whilst planning to create three highly-
paid director jobs. 
As recently as 2010, the council cut director-level posts - with expensive 
pay-off packages- in order to reduce the council's wage bill. In 2012, the 
post of deputy chief executive was made redundant with a £72k pay-off. 
The city council needs to find savings of nearly £2m per year from its £16m 
net budget over the next two years.  Green Party Councillor Tim Hamilton-
Cox said: 
"When Green councillors challenged the costs of the senior management 
restructuring at a meeting last month, one Labour cabinet member accused 
us of "mischief-making".  Our deep concern is that Labour's lack of grip on 
the council's finances (and on getting value for money) will result in more 
service cuts down the line." 

 

“Mill Race” Flood Report 
 

In 2016 Lancashire County Council set aside £120,000 for a report on the 
causes of the 2015 City Centre flooding. This study began early last year. 
Cllr Caroline Jackson said, “We know the report will look at how all the flood 
water reached the Caton Road and city centre including both run off and the 
underground streams in the area.” 
The study is now due out in September.   Cllr Tim Hamilton Cox said, “ To 
protect businesses the city council has made a decision to build a flood wall 
along the Lune from the M6 Link to Skerton Bridge.  We now need to know 
whether Caton Road businesses will be seriously affected by run off from 
higher land, including proposed new housing at the top of the Ridge on 
Cuckoo Farm .” 
 

 

Ridge Tenants and Residents: Food Project and Orchard  
 

Ridge Food Project is open every Tuesday 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm at the 
Community Centre. Dora Carr, Chair of the Ridge Tenants and Residents 
Association, said, “Fare Share in Preston are providing the food to help our 
local school, our Lunch Club and for our Tuesday night project.  I want to 
thank all our volunteers who work so hard to make it happen.” 
“We also got together the money to plant 7 new fruit trees and two 
replacement apple trees on the Ambleside Road Orchard and would like to 
thank Lancaster City Housing Officer, Juliet Grant for her help.” 

 

Dora Carr with Ridge community volunteers preparing for Food Project 

Council speeds up adaptations for disabled residents 
 

Green councillors welcomed the private occupational therapists (OTs)  
taken on by city council officers to speed up assessments for home 
adaptations.  Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox said: “The city council is doing as much 
as it can to shorten the waiting times for people struggling to cope in their 
homes. The long-standing delays experienced waiting for Lancashire county 
council's OTs have been unacceptable. We congratulate officers on their 
decisive action.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


